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Accustic Arts
TUBE PREAMP V
WINNER
PREAMPLIFIER

A
ccustic Arts TUBE PREAMP 
V is a hybrid design, utilising 
four ECC83S tubes. The 16kg 
preamp has two knobs to 
service the requirements of the 
amp; the left one controls the 

input as shown on the Hi-Res screen; you press it 
to switch it off, select the active input or drill down 
the menu. The right-hand knob controls volume, 
the mute function or the ability to switch off the 
tubes to extend their lifetime. The circuit design 
is fully balanced, with a Class A output stage. 
There are three balanced XLR inputs, three 
unbalanced RCA inputs, a surround bypass 
input, two fully balanced outputs, and two 
unbalanced outputs. These can be confi gured to 
be AC or DC coupled. A button on the front panel 
activates the headphone amplifi er section and 
cuts off the speakers. Finally, a remote handset 
adds additional functionality.

Impeccable performance
Used with the AMP IV power amplifer from the 
same company, the two devices performed 
impeccably together. In our test, Rafael 
Todes praised the amps resolution, saying, 
“There is something very honest about what 
the combination is doing. It is very accurate 
and provides more stygian bass than I usually 
hear.” He was particularly impressed by the 
headphone output, saying its “up there with the 
best headphone amps I have heard. The timing 
of the bass is excellent, the colours warm and 
generous, and it is clear that the headphone 
section is no afterthought; it has been designed 
and built with the same care as the rest of 
the preamp.” 
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There is something very honest about what the combination is doing. It 
is very accurate and provides more stygian bass than I usually hear.
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Accustic Arts AMP IV
HIGHLY COMMENDED
POWER AMPLIFIER COST NO OBJECT

T
he AMP IV from Accustic Arts is 
a rather massive affair, weighing 
in at 44 kg. It is dual-mono in 
construction and has balanced 
and single-ended inputs. There is 
a double set of speaker terminals 

for biwiring. The power rating is a massive 
2x610 Watts into four ohms and 2x400 Watts 
into eight ohms. A novel feature is the ability 
to select the type of damping control. When 
switched on, the amplifi er’s damping factor is 
lowered and linearised over a wide frequency 
range. On the front panel, a blue light shows 
operation, and two red LEDs show protection 
during warm-up.

Powerhouse
Tested with the TUBE PREAMP V, the AMP 
IV proved to be a real powerhouse. “I’m 
immediately impressed by the amp’s ability to do 
scale.” said Rafael Todes, “The bass is punchy; 
the presentation is colossal sounding, with real 
weight to the textures in the orchestra. However, 
this is combined with a light, airy, sweet, and 
highly detailed treble.” He added that, “The amps 
are fast, too, and the transients are razor-sharp 
and highly dynamic.” Rafael concluded “I have 
hugely enjoyed my time with these products. 
They uncovered layers of the mix I had not heard 
before, proving quite an education. They also 
excel on diffi cult-to-drive loads, like electrostatics, 
and by extension, planar magnetic speakers.”  
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The bass is punchy; the presentation is colossal 
sounding, with real weight to the textures in 
the orchestra.
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